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Rest of Oxfordshire

Introduction

1. This statement is in three parts;  concerns about the proposals in the draft plan for Aylesbury Vale, concerns about the influence that additional development have over and above what is presently proposed in the plans for The Rest of Oxfordshire might exacerbate the unsatisfactory outcome we predict for the current plans for Aylesbury Vale and a possible solution to these concerns.

Aylesbury Vale

2. The consideration of employment growth in the Aylesbury Vale area is distorted in many parts of the draft plan by it being grouped with Milton Keynes.   As Map RE1 in Section D2 demonstrates there is a significant difference in historic employment growth between Aylesbury Vale and Milton Keynes.

3. One reason is illustrated in Section D4.   Map T1 demonstrates that Milton Keynes is situated on an International or Inter-regional Corridor.   Technical Note 3:  Annex Freight indicates in Fig 3.8 that Milton Keynes is an established hub for the logistical industry.   The reason is clear from the various maps of the motorway and strategic transport networks, e.g. T2 – Regional Hub and Spokes.   Milton Keynes lies on the West Coast Main Line, the M1 and is close to the A43 trunk route.   In contrast, Aylesbury is at the confluence of three routes, the A41, A413 and A41 all of which with the exception of the A41 South are single carriageway roads all passing through several settlements before reaching the strategic highway network.

4. The rail line, whilst providing an excellent link with London provides no service to any other part of the U.K.   The only exception is the Chiltern Railway service which runs on the border between Aylesbury Vale and Oxfordshire and which has one station in the Vale at Haddenham Parkway.

5. The lack of connection to the Strategic transport network makes Aylesbury unattractive to potential employers.   This is recognized in Section E8 para., 5.3 of the Draft Plan which states ‘Strengthening the economic and employment  role of Aylesbury town will be a strategic priority for the sub-region.   This is essential to address the high levels of out-commuting currently experienced as well as to support the levels of housing development proposed.’

6. Para. 4.7 of Section E8 suggests that Aylesbury Vale should focus on ‘the provision of quality employment land and buildings and attracting knowledge-based industries.’   Given that the further educational facilities in the Vale consist of Aylesbury College and a small specialised university in Buckingham, this would appear to be an unlikely source of additional employment.

The Rest of Oxfordshire

7. Section D2 – Economy of the Draft Plan states in paragraph 1.4 that the highest growth in employment is being achieved in the Western Corridor, around Milton Keynes and Oxford and along the M40 corridor.
8. Section E7 of the Draft Plan points out that the Central Oxfordshire economy is largely founded on the universities and knowledge intensive employment.   Development has focussed on Bicester, Didcot, Wantage and Grove.   These towns ‘are well located in terms of existing transport networks.’
9.      
Bicester is described as having strong links to Oxford and could benefit from East West Rail and being in the Oxford-Cambridge arc.

10.    
Thame and Chinnor lie outside central Oxfordshire and near to the Buckinghamshire border.   Both have the potential to expand and both lie within commuting distance of Oxford, particularly Thame which is situated midway between Aylesbury and Oxford and much closer to the M40 corridor.

11.    
Expansion of these towns would be assisted by the Oxford effect mentioned above.   These towns being closer to the M40 and Oxford than Aylesbury would be more attractive to the knowledge based employment that is mentioned in para. 4.7 of Section E8 as being necessary to minimise out-commuting from Aylesbury Vale.

12.    
Any increased expansion in the rest of Oxfordshire is, therefore, likely to have an adverse effect on the attraction of knowledge based employment to Aylesbury Vale.   The balance between employment and residential is more likely to be achieved in these towns. 

Possible Strategies

13 If Aylesbury is to attract knowledge-based employment it must be perceived to be more closely linked to Oxford.   The lack of an adequate route is demonstrated in the Draft Plan by the fact that no link is indicated between Oxford and Aylesbury.   This could be achieved by replacing the closed Oxford to Bletchley route which passes through the north of the Vale, or more practically, improving the A418 to Thame and Oxford.

14.    
This route, in the 1980’s, was part of the Swindon Oxford Milton  Keynes corridor proposal which had the support of the EU.

15.    
If, as appears possible, the provision of such a link and others is not achievable, then Aylesbury will remain isolated from the strategic national transport network and the Vale will have considerable difficulty in attracting employment to the area.   This will result in an increased proportion of out-commuting, particularly on the Chiltern line route to London unless the number of dwellings in the Vale is reduced proportionately.

16.    
In order to avoid these undesirable effects it is suggested any   increased development in ‘The Rest of Oxfordshire’, particularly in the east, should be limited to residential only, with an associated reduction in residential development in Aylesbury Vale.
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