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9C.1
Does the draft RSS take proper account of the capacity of towns/locations in the rest of Cherwell, South Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse and West Oxfordshire for sustainable development (including Policy H1)?  If not, how would any additional growth here impact on the Central Oxfordshire, Milton Keynes and Aylesbury Vale, and Western Corridor Blackwater Valley sub-regional strategies?

The allocated growth in the towns / locations listed outside the sub-regions will be subject to the core policies within the draft RSS. Local Planning Authorities will have to apply these policies when allocating sites within their Development Plan Documents. The relevant policies in the RSS are CC2 – CC5, NRM1 – 4 and the Waste and Minerals Policies within Section D6. These are subject to our comments made in our June 2006 response
 and our written statements to sub matters 1A, 1C, 1D, 1E, 4B, 6A, 6B, 7A and 7B. 

Growth should occur within environmental capacity limits. It is important that the  distribution of development does not create unacceptable environmental risk. The key aspects of environmental capacity for the Rest of Oxfordshire include:

Flood Risk

Flood risk has been a factor in the plan, but the degree to which it has been 

been taken into account remains unclear. A Regional Flood Risk Appraisal (RFRA), necessary to deal with the implications of flood risk on the growth proposals, has not informed the strategy and is still being developed. The findings of the RFRA, SFRA’s and other material studies must be fully taken into account when considering growth in line with Policy H1.

Waste Water Treatment

Development should only take place on a scale and in locations where water bodies can be protected from damage caused by the discharge of increased quantities of treated sewage effluent. 

Areas receiving growth will need investment in sewer capacity and treatment facilities. 
We have reported elsewhere on the impact of forecast growth
. Some sewage treatment works, in addition to those in the above mentioned report, may need to be subject to more stringent discharge consents. We consider these upgrades are within current technological feasibility.

Water Supply

Central Oxfordshire lies within the Swindon and Oxfordshire Water Resource Zone (SWOX). Thames Water forecast within their water company water resource plans that, in the absence of new resources or water efficiency, there will be a deficit of water by 2020 (in SWOX and London Resource Zones). 
Our research
 indicates that a twin track approach of water efficiency, greater integration of supply infrastructure and additional water resources will however meet the demand of the housing provision set out in the Plan for Central Oxfordshire. Additional water resources may be needed to meet future growth in demand.  Options to do this already exist in the Water Company's water resource plans.  Any new options will be identified when the plans are next reviewed (next publication date is 2009). Final options will go through a full sustainability appraisal and the most sustainable solution adopted.

Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure

Both designated sites and biodiversity in general need to be taken into account when allocating growth. Assessments are needed in allocating land in LDF’s and in bringing forward development proposals to ensure mitigation and enhancement is identified and implemented. To achieve sustainable communities, green infrastructure must be planned strategically and delivered in an integrated way across the sub-region. The principles of green infrastructure should be integrated into LDF’s and the investment plans of those responsible for the planning and delivery of growth and environmental management within the Region. 

We welcome the amended policy NRM4  recommended by the Regional Planning Committee on 20th Novermber 2006. However, we would go further, and want to see a separate cross-cutting policy on Green Infrastructure as suggested in our June 2006 response
.  Inclusion of such a policy should adequately address any Green Infrastructure concerns within the Rest of Oxfordshire.
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