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9C.1
Does the draft RSS take proper account of the capacity of towns/locations in the rest of Cherwell, South Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse and West Oxfordshire for sustainable development (including Policy H1)?  If not, how would any additional growth here impact on the Central Oxfordshire, Milton Keynes and Aylesbury Vale, and Western Corridor Blackwater Valley sub-regional strategies?

GOSE notes that Oxfordshire County Council’s December 2005 sub-regional submissions to the Assembly included a paper on housing capacity. Taking account of existing commitments and previous Urban Potential Study forecasts, sites for around 21% of dwellings are still be identified within the sub-region, compared to around 18% in the Rest of Oxfordshire (ROO). Over a 20 year plan period and with Local Development Frameworks in their infancy, this does not appear excessive. Rather it could indicate that further capacity/opportunities may be able to be identified over the plan period, both within the sub-region and ROO. Indeed, GOSE has previously commented on the fact that Oxfordshire Urban Potential Studies tend to omit smaller settlements even though they may be capable of contributing to sustainable patterns of development. Consequently, it would seem likely that capacity within Oxfordshire has been under-estimated, albeit to an unknown degree.

However, the location of the capacity and need may be different. Therefore GOSE would request that the Panel explore with the Assembly and Oxfordshire Authorities whether the Sub-Region/ROO split is appropriate, and what level of flexibility should be included to allow for changes in circumstances. For example, how will the authorities manage a situation in which, in the short or even longer term, circumstances suggest that a different split is required even through the H1 “whole authority” allocation remains the same.

Given the level of housing need and the prevailing employment/housing imbalances within Central Oxfordshire and Western Corridor Blackwater Valley, it would appear unlikely that additional growth in the ROO area would have an adverse impact on the long-term ability of these sub-regions to deliver the land uses and developments needed by their own local communities. 

With regards to the Milton Keynes Aylesbury Vale sub-region, the matter of inter-area impacts was explored at the Milton Keynes & South Midlands sub regional strategy (MKSM) EIP in 2004. In approving the MKSM strategy the Government took into account the likelihood of growth occurring elsewhere. Indeed para 18 states:

“Following further cross-boundary investigation, it will be for future reviews of Regional Spatial Strategies to identify any key areas that may lie just beyond the growth area boundary, but that are sustainable and with the potential to contribute to housing delivery.”

On this basis, we do not consider that a change in the ROO housing allocation would necessarily have an adverse effect on the ability of the MKSM sub-region to successfully implement its own sub-regional strategy.

