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9C REST OF OXFORDSHIRE
9C.1 Does the draft RSS take proper account of the capacity of towns/locations in the rest of Cherwell, South Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse and West Oxfordshire for sustainable development (including Policy H1)?  If not, how would any additional growth here impact on the Central Oxfordshire, Milton Keynes and Aylesbury Vale, and Western Corridor Blackwater Valley sub-regional strategies?
1. Proper account has been taken of the capacity of towns /locations in the rest of Oxfordshire for sustainable development. The housing distribution for the rest of Oxfordshire is based on an assessment of housing potential in the area. The County Council considers the housing provisions  are  appropriate taking into account the nature of the settlements and the potential impact of development on the character of the towns and surrounding areas
2. The only settlements of significant size in the rest of Oxfordshire area are Banbury, Henley, Thame, Carterton and smaller settlements of Chipping Norton and Faringdon. Banbury is the second largest settlement after Oxford.
3. The housing provision for each district takes account of previously developed sites within urban areas and windfalls, and allows some flexibility to plan for limited development to meet local needs. With the exception of Banbury, the nature of the settlements, which apart from Carterton are small historic market towns, means that there is relatively limited scope for development on previously developed land.
4. Banbury is an important centre for employment, shopping (Policy TC2 lists Banbury as a Primary Regional Centre) and other services serving the north of the county. The provision for Cherwell allows for additional growth at Banbury of up to 200 dwellings per year to reflect the town’s role; whilst taking into account environmental and other constraints.
5. The housing provisions could mean the release of some additional greenfield land. The expectation is that the additional housing to be provided in the district local development documents will be steered by the draft Plan to the larger urban towns and villages with scope to provide for some affordable housing.
6. The housing provisions in the draft Plan provides each district with the flexibility to provide for local needs, including affordable housing. A level of growth over and above that proposed would result in greater dispersed pattern of development increasing traffic on rural roads and development not necessarily related to larger service centres. Any additional development in these areas could detract from the development of the larger towns in Central Oxfordshire. 
7. The County Council considers the Plan should provide flexibility to allow local development documents some discretion in the distribution of their housing provision between the Central Oxfordshire sub-region and the rest of Oxfordshire.
8. Some of the towns in the ‘rest of Oxfordshire’, other than Banbury, may also have a role to play in providing local employment opportunities, as well as functioning as local service centres. It will be a matter for the local development frameworks to determine the role and appropriate level of provision for these towns. The County Council in its wider role supports the viability of local centres and works with partners on initiatives such as Market Town Health Checks.     
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