9C / Vale of White Horse District Council (7297)
Rest of Oxfordshire
Does the draft RSS take proper account of the capacity of towns / locations in the rest of Cherwell, South Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse and West Oxfordshire for sustainable development (including policy H1)?  If not how would any additional growth here impact on the Central Oxfordshire, Milton Keynes and Aylesbury Vale, and Western Corridor Blackwater Valley sub-regional strategies

1.
The only references made in this section are in relation to the housing figures for 
the Vale of White Horse.  
2.
The only town in the area is Faringdon, which is a small historic market town of 
just over 6000 people.  It is the main service centre in the west of the district 
providing a reasonable range of jobs and services.  The largest villages are 
Shrivenham and Watchfield with just over 2200 people in each village.
3.
The economy of the area is dominated by Faringdon where housing and 
employment growth is provided for in the Local Plan and by the Defence Academy 
at Watchfield.  Compared to the rest of the Vale Faringdon has a higher percentage 
of both managers / senior officials and those in elementary occupations.  Although 
male unemployment in the town is twice the district average it is only 1.9%.   
There are local rural employment sites at Stanford in the Vale and Watchfield.  
People also travel to work in Swindon (12% from Faringdon and 22% 
from 
Shrivenham and Watchfield).
4.
Some 1100 homes could be built on land with permission, allocated in the Local Plan or likely to come forward on sites within the built-up areas of settlements to 2026.  The Council considers there is scope for an additional 200 homes to be built on greenfield sites and the requirement should be increased to 1300 by transferring 300 dwellings from the Central Oxfordshire housing requirement.  Any housing needed for people studying at the Defence Academy will 
not be counted against the housing requirement in the South East Plan.

5.
The Plan should state that there will be flexibility between policy areas within a district when preparing local development documents.  The 300 dwellings that should be transferred from Central Oxfordshire would not impact on the growth proposed at Swindon.   Any increase above this figure should also be deducted from the Vale’s figure for Central Oxfordshire for the reasons given in response to matters 8Eii) and 1B on inter-regional connectivity.   
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