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Lorry Parking (Cross 

Channel Freight)

1,2,3

Policy Support, Partnership 

Support, Private Sector 

Engagement, Funding Package 

and Developer Contribution

Access Corridor of National and 

European Economic Significance, 

development of improvement 

packages on roads, rail and Town 

of Dover

30

x

(A)

 

RSS scheduled for 11-16 period. Due to 

increasing road haulage (Ports Policy Rev 

iew anticipates a three figure increase over 

the next ten years [regardless of rail freight 

improvements!]) and increasing strike and 

adverse weather incidences, this scheme is 

of national significance although 

environmentally challenging. Must be 

developed, financed and delivered in 06-11 

period.

20

Dover Western Dock 

Rail Freight Link

1,2

Policy Support, Partnership 

Support, Private Sector 

Engagement, Funding Package 

and ERDF

Access Corridor of National and 

European significance, 

development of sustainable 

freight option, modal shift

5

(A)

(A)

Scheme already receives ERDF through the 

IMPACTE project for intinial commercial 

assessment, technical feasibility and moving 

the scheme to GRIP2 with Network Rail. 

Delivery of re-connection, subject to funding 

and approval by Port can be approx. 09-11. 

Proposing Agency must include SEEDA and 

funding sources may include SEEDA and TiF-

P.

22

Ashford-Thanet journey 

time improvements 

(rail)

2

Policy Support, Feasibility Study 

and engagement with TOC

Utilising CTRL Domestic services 

to improve connectivity of East 

Kent to major employment 

centres in Ashford, Ebbsfleet and 

East London

n/a 

x

x

(A)

RSS scheduled for 16-26 period. Relative 

peripherality of Thanet dictates an earlier 

start of this set of actions, on the line as 

achieved by SEEDA with Connex to improve 

Hastins services. Also substantiates the role 

of Ashford International and important 

regional gateway with efficient rail feeder 

services. Utilising CTRL domestics which 

commences in 2009.

23

Ashford - Hastings Rail 

Capacity Improvement

x

x

See under Sussex Coast, this is double listed 

but with different scheduling. See arguments 

above to bring forward to 06-11 and 11-16 as 

per listing in this sub-region.

Not Listed

Ashford Station Links 

Improvement

1,2

Policy Support, Partnership 

support, Development and 

Funding Packages, ERDF 

funding for implementation

Development of sustainable links 

in the secondary transport chain 

to the primary High Speed 

Station, unlocking development 

opportunities

2

x

 

RSS should list two schemes that currently 

being delivered within 06-11 period as an 

integral component of improving access to 

primary and secondary rail hubs and services 

(unless RSS does explicitly NOT list 

schemes that are already approved and in 

progress!)

Not Listed

Dover Priory Station 

and links improvements

2

Policy Support, Partnership 

support, Development and 

Funding Packages, ERDF 

funding for implementation

Access Corridor of National and 

European Economic Significance, 

development of improvement 

packages on roads, rail and Town 

of Dover

1

x

 

asab

KENT THAMES GATEWAY - No comments

LONDON FRINGE - No comments

WESTERN CORRIDOR AND BLACKWATER VALLEY - No comments

MILTON KEYNES AND AYLESBURY VALE - No comments

GATWICK AREA - No comments

ISLE OF WHIGHT - No comments

TUNBRIDGE WELLS AND MAIDSTONE - No comments

NOTE : (A) denotes time schedule as proposed by the Assembly in the RSS, "X" denotes SEEDA suggestion to bring the development and implementation of that scheme forward.
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______________________________________________________________
Q1
Do the proposed implementation mechanisms and delivery agencies in draft RSS, as supplemented by the Implementation Plan, establish a clear means for translating RSS policies into action?  

1
Yes, in SEEDA’s opinion the delivery mechanisms will establish a clear means of translating policies and proposals into action.  SEEDA would like to highlight three particular areas where its own work will be particularly important in delivering the South East Plan.

· Role of RES Implementation Plan and joint Implementation Plan. SEEDA is currently preparing a RES Implementation Plan, which will be available as a full draft for consultation (alongside a Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Implementation Plan) in April.  This will be prepared in a form that is compatible with the current draft South East Plan Implementation Plan, and the 2 documents will therefore form a single joint implementation plan for the region. The overall aim of this joint plan will be to ensure that appropriate investment is aligned with agreed regional priorities, thus providing the basis for prioritisation and choices.

· Role of Regional Infrastructure Fund – The region’s submission to Government on CSR07 (Comprehensive Spending Review) included a proposal for a rolling regional infrastructure fund, initially pump primed through the Regional Funding Allocation process and subsequently financed through the Planning Gain supplement (from 2009) but also potentially including contributions from other public sector and private sector sources.  Since October 2006 SEEDA has been working with the Assembly and the South West RDA and Assembly to further progress the proposal.  In December 2006 the two regions jointly submitted a RIF prospectus to the Treasury, DCLG and DfT.  The prospectus makes the case for the early establishemnt of a RIF which would facilitate the timely delivery of critical infrastructure required to support growth.

· Sustainability Checklist for Developments in the South East.  The Checklist was first launched in 2003 and since then has proved popular with developers, planners, architects and consultants as a tool to address sustainability in the built environment. It has also been specifically referred to as an example of good practice in the Egan report (April 2004) and in the Government’s Sustainable Buildings Task Group report (May 2004).  The Checklist has been recently revised and a new version was launched on the 17th January 2007 with support form the Assembly, GOSE and the Environment Agency.  The Checklist is a tool specifically designed to assist in the delivery of the RSS.  To ensure its effective use it is suggested that the RSS implementation plan should encourage and support local planning authorities in its use through a statement such as the one below.

“Local planning authorities should demand all planning applications (over a certain size) should be accompanied by a sustainability statement.  An efficient way of doing this would be for local authorities to request a completed Sustainability Checklist for developments in the South East be submitted with planning applications.”


The checklist will help implement Policies EN1,M1 in the 
RSS.

Q2
Will the draft RSS help to promote a climate that is conducive to high investment confidence (for both public and private sector investors)?

2
Subject to the RSS reflecting the housing provision, employment growth targets and approach to aviation issues raised by SEEDA earlier in the EiP, the RSS can promote a climate of confidence in investing in the region. However, the implementation plan needs to focus very clearly on the delivery priorities and ascertain the short, medium and long term availability of public sector funding for those prioritised schemes in order to provide the right climate of confidence to engage with other potential funders, predominantly from the private sector for funding contributions. These need to identify the direct benefits and the time when these benefits can be expected to be delivered for the private sector. 

Q3
Is there a role for the Regional Assembly to coordinate strategic reviews of land holdings (Policy CC6)?

3
No view on this.

Q4
To what extent are the Investment Schedules in the Implementation Plan affordable and realistic?

4
In principle the investment schedule is realistic and affordable. However, in terms of timing of the delivery of some of the schemes, SEEDA suggest amendments to bring at least the investigation, planning and engineering of schemes forward in the time schedule. There are a number of schemes, especially along the South Coast and for Hastings, which due to their “late” scheduling could inadvertently create new bottlenecks on an otherwise upgraded strategic access artery.

5
Other projects may well be able to be brought forward substantially, such as East West Rail Link and the Lower Thames Crossing, if innovative funding mechanisms, particularly private sector funds can be unlocked for the purpose of delivering schemes earlier, if they are of national economic significance or delivery specific growth targets.

Some schemes, such as Airtrack and potentially Reading Station ought to be moved into the category of “National and Internationally Significant Scheme” as their role of delivering connectivity and economic benefit goes well beyond the regional level. Especially Airtrack satisfies one of the most important policy recommendation of the Eddington Report by delivering “access to international gateways”. Airtrack feeds into Reading Station, which is the most important regional and national rail interchange between North, South, East and West, delivers an access service to Heathrow T5 of  national economic significance.

Details of specific suggestions are contained in the attached table.
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06to11

11to16

16to26

Clarification 

(Bold x = need to change time 

schedule / No time schedule changes = 

need to add or change information in 

schedule)

NATIONAL AND INTERREGIONAL SIGNIFICANT SCHEMES

16

Lower Thames 

Crossing

1,2,3

Policy Support, Partnership 

Support, Facilitation of Core 

Delivery Group, Funding 

Packages with Private Sector, TiF-

P Bid / PFI (potential for 300k 

SEEDA support in feasibility and 

draft business case)

Route of National and European 

Strategic Significance to 

circumnavigate London for traffic 

from the Dover Straits to the rest 

of England, improved socio-

economic cohesion on both sides 

of the Thames Estuary for 

Thames Gateway

n/a

x

x

x (A)

RSS scheduled for 16-26: Feasibility, 

engineering and development of business 

case must start in 06-11. Development 

through PFI can deliver between 09 and 14. 

EEDA,LDA and SEEDA already developing 

scoping as joint, trans-regional initiative.

REGIONALLY SIGNIFICANT INFRASTRUCTURE

9

Airtrack - Rail Access 

to Heathrow T5 

suggested move to 

the National and 

Interregional Section.

1,2

Policy Support, Partnership 

Support, Facilitation of Core 

Delivery Group, Funding 

Packages with Private Sector, TiF-

P Bid / PFI

Surface rail access to the UK's 

global hub airport, connectivity to 

SE region with direct services 

from Reading Interchange, 

Woking and Guildford. Direct 

benefits for London via access to 

Waterloo

180 (A=400m)

(A)

(A)

RSS scheduled correctly but move to 

National Category; Costs need to reflect 

business case submitted to govt.; BAA has 

now taken the scheme and is preparing TWA 

until 08. Funding scheme and revised 

business case in late  08, with completion in 

time for Olympics 2012. Delivering Agency is 

Network Rail, BAA . Funding sources must 

include SEEDA, BAA, Network Rail, Aviation 

Industry and TiF-P.

10

Thamesport Freightline 

Improvements

1,2,3

Policy Support, Partnership 

support, Facilitation of Funding 

Assistance

Sustainable transport of freight, 

modal shift and higher 

productivity of freight and port 

industry

12

x

(A)

(A)

RSS scheduled for 11-16 and 16-26. In line 

with Ports Policy Review, Network Rail 

National Freight Strategy and development of 

SE regional freight corridors, initial work and 

potential funding mechanisms must be 

brought forward to 06-11.

11

Improved access to 

International Gateways

1,2,3

Policy Support, Partnership 

Support, Facilitation of Core 

Delivery Group, Funding 

Packages with Private Sector, TiF-

P Bid / PFI

Joint working to delivery 

comprehensive approach to 

hinterland, surface access to 

transport hubs of national 

economic significance

n/a

x

(A)

(A)

RSS scheduled to commence in 11-16 

period. Major policy commitment in RSS and 

one of three strategic policies identified in 

Eddington being of national economic 

significance. Must identify and commence 

work in 06-11 period. Proposing Agency and 

Funding Sources must include SEEDA.

13

East-West Rail Link 

Milton Keynes-Oxford 

and Aylesbury

2,3

Policy Support, Partnership 

Support, Business Case Support, 

Participation in Delivery Group, 

Funding Packages, Developer 

contributions

London Orbital navigation, 

delivery of Govt. Growth Agenda 

in Milton Keynes-Aylesbury 

corridor, potential freight by-pass 

for London

100

x

x

(A)

RSS scheduled for 16-26 period. Work 

already being finalised on business case and 

delivery needed over period 06-16. Funding 

sources must include EP, SEEDA, Network 

Rail and TiF-P.
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8

Fratton Rail Freight 

Terminal Portsmouth 

Harbour

1,2,3

Policy Support, Partnership 

Support, Business Case Support, 

Participation in Delivery Group, 

Funding Packages, ERDF 

funding

Implementation of modal shift for 

freight policy and aiding global 

competitveness of our ports. 

Substantiates the port's role in 

freight niche markets and 

encourages major retailers to use 

rail freight rather than road 

freight. Substantial leverage of 

ERDF into project through 

SEEDA.

5

(A)

 

Scheme is under investigation. Scheme 

received ERDF funding for implementation 

through IMPACTE project. Investments made 

between 06 and 08. Completion July 2008. 

Delivery Agent needs to be Network Rail. 

Funding sources need to include SEEDA, 

Portsmouth CC and ERDF.

28

Southampton Airport 

Interchange 

Improvements

1,2,3

Policy Support, Partnership 

Support, Business Case Support, 

Participation in Delivery Group, 

Funding Packages, ERDF 

funding

Increased productivity of airport, 

intermodal interchange for hub, 

development opportunities north 

of airport, potential for new 

Eastleigh Town by-pass, 

unlocking development of airport 

business cluster and innovative 

development/protetction 

approach to strategic gap (see 

17)

10

x

x

(A)

RSS scheduled for 26-26 period. Although a 

very complex scheme, discussions 

commenced late 2006 and a scheme is being 

prepared to replace outdated engineering 

scheme. Linked to Southampton Airport 

Masterplan, redevelopment of east Eastleigh, 

etc. Scheme can go through design phase in 

06-08 period. Implementation, subject to 

"innovative funding", could commence 09/10 

and complete 11-13.Funding sources need to 

include TiF-P.

SUSSEX COAST

1

A27 Selmerston 

Improvements

2,3

Policy Support, Partnership 

support, Developer Contributions

Unlocking development of 9,400 

Houses

25

x (A)

(A)

 

Any scheme on the A27 South Coast Artery 

must be brought forward for delivery in 06-11 

period as this is one of the most severe 

series of bottlenecks in the region.

2

A27 Wilmington 

Improvements

2,3

Policy Support, Partnership 

support, Developer Contributions

Unlocking development of 9,400 

Houses

14

x (A)

(A)

 

asab

3

A27 Chichester By-

Pass

1,2,3

Policy Support

Implementing South Coast Artery 

as Connectivity Spine for Coastal 

Strategy

164

x (A)

(A)

 

asab

5

A27 Arundel By-Pass

1,2,3

Policy Support, Development of 

Better Design & Engineering 

Solution

Implementing South Coast Artery 

as Connectivity Spine for Coastal 

Strategy

100

x

(A)

 

Arundel by-pass as per RSS is not scheduled 

to commence till 11-16 period. This must be 

brought forward to 06-11 period.

6

A27 Worthing-Lancing

1,2,3

Policy Support

Implementing South Coast Artery 

as Connectivity Spine for Coastal 

Strategy

150

x

(A)

 

asab

7

A259 Pevensey-

Brenzett

1,2,3

Policy Support

Implementing South Coast Artery 

as Connectivity Spine for Coastal 

Strategy and connectivity to 

Channel Tunnel Global Gateway

16

x

x

 

Essential scheme to eradicate serious road 

bottleneck and substandard road link from 

the South Coast Artery to the CTRL 

International Gateway at Ashford must be 

brought into 06-11 period for delivery.

8

A21 Baldslow Junction

2

Policy Support

Connects Hastings to London

24

x

x

 

Final links in the dualling of the London - 

Hastins link, must be brought forward into 06-

11 period to avoid "designing a new 

bottleneck" on an otherwise upgraded dual 

carriageway.
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A21 Flimwell to 

Roberstbridge

2

Policy Support

Connects Hastings to London

111

x

x (A)

x (A)

Final links in the dualling of the London - 

Hastins link, must be brought forward into 06-

11 period to avoid "designing a new 

bottleneck" on an otherwise upgraded dual 

carriageway.

18

Ashford-Hastings Rail 

Line Capacity 

Improvements

1,2,3

Policy Support, Partnership 

Support, Business Case and 

GRIP development with Network 

Rail, ERDF funding

Strategic Rail Link from the south 

coast to Ashford International, 

linking into International and 

CTRL Domestic services with 

high speed rail access to new 

employment areas in Ebbsfleet 

and East London

43

x

(A)

(A)

RSS scheduled to commence in 11-16 

period. Scheme proposal already receives 

ERDF funding through HST Connect project 

to investigate feasibility and costs to upgrade 

the link. In order to increase CTRL passenger 

catchement area fed by rail, this link is 

essential to ffed the South Coast Customers 

directly into Ashford International, further 

substantiating the latter's important position 

in the region. This action is fully support by 

the European Commission as one of the 

elements to improve secondary feeder 

services for primary high speed lines. 

Funding sources must include SEEDA and 

clarification of the meaning of "rail industry" 

needs to be given.

EAST KENT AND ASHFORD

15

A2 Lydden-Dover

1,2,3

Policy Support, Partnership 

Support, Private Sector 

Engagement, Funding Package 

and Developer Contribution

Access Corridor of National and 

European Economic Significance, 

development of improvement 

packages on roads, rail and Port

80

x

(A)

(A)

RSS Scheduled for 11-16 and beyond. 

Resulting from Ports Policy Review and 

Eddington report, efficient access to global 

gateways are or primary national importance. 

The A2 corridor must finally be dualled up to 

the port of Dover and provide a substantial 

alternative access route to the M20. The A 2 

corridor also needs to carry more of the East 

and North England traffic that utilises the 

Dartford Crossing, hence relieving the M20 

which carries London, South, South-West, 

Irish and Welsh traffic for Dover.

16

A 20 Dover (Townwall 

Street)

1,2,3

Policy Support, Partnership 

Support, Private Sector 

Engagement, Funding Package 

and Developer Contribution

Access Corridor of National and 

European Economic Significance, 

development of improvement 

packages on roads, rail and Town 

of Dover

30

x

x

 (A)

RSS scheduled for 16-26. Dover District 

Council already carries out study to 

determine future of the Road, co-funded by 

EP and SEEDA. Investigation of the scheme 

must be brought to 06-11 period and 

implementation, to 11-16 period.


