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Scale of the problem

· This Technical Assessment has highlighted the considerable questions over the evidence base – both ecological and relating to the deliverability of mitigation.

· However, we are where we are, and there is a need to find a way forward in the immediate term.
· Much of the research to date focuses on the impacts of the existing population, and there is the assumption that additional housing will increase the problem.
· But it must be remembered that the % population and household increases in the draft Delivery Plan zones over the life of the South East Plan, and their relative impact, will be small compared to that of  the existing population.
· Evidence submitted by the Regional Assembly from commissioned forecasts based on the draft South East Plan housing distribution indicates that the population increase may be in the region of 5% over the 20 year period – which year-on-year equates to only a very small population increase.
· The need for any response to be proportionate to the problem is therefore stressed.

Towards a solution
· The need to unblock housing delivery in the short term is key – as well as the need to find a viable longer term solution.

· Any approach to overcoming this issue needs to be pragmatic, it needs to be flexible, and above all, it needs to be proportionate to the predicted impact.

· The Assembly generally supports the draft Delivery Plan’s ‘three pronged’ approach, and recognises that there will be a need for ongoing strategic monitoring of mitigation measures.
· The need for joint working is vital in order to secure progress, and it is positive to see the local authorities progressing with mini-plans, working together and liaising on this issue. 

· The approach in Dorset shows what can be achieved through positive, proactive and pragmatic joint working.

· Whilst we acknowledge that the situation in the Thames Basin Heaths is inevitably more complex than in Dorset, we are optimistic that a way forward can be found.

· The positive work of many of the LPAs towards securing mini plans represents some good practice which can be developed and built upon.
· As well as enabling housing delivery to progress, these provide a mechanism by which the impact of the proposed measures in the draft Delivery Plan can be monitored and their success assessed. 
· The audit of SANGS undertaken by the Assembly and LPAs similarly provides a note of optimism, indicating that provision of alternative recreation land as mitigation in the longer term is a viable option.
· Assembly officers are committed to continued joint working with local authority partners and other stakeholders to secure a pragmatic and proportionate solution, to secure the delivery of an appropriate level of housing across the draft Delivery Plan area, whilst ensuring the continued protection of the SPA.
