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Sub Matters 8G, 8H, 8J: GATWICK, LONDON FRINGE AND WESTERN CORRIDOR/BLACKWATER VALLEY

Maps of Environmental and Cultural Resources, Green Belt, Urban Areas and Flood Risk.

NB – the data shown represents the position within Surrey parts of the sub-region only; data for the Sevenoaks (Kent) part of the area is not included.

Map : Urban Areas with 1km buffer, Green Belt and Strategic Gaps

This map shows the extent of the Metropolitan Green Belt. It does not show the areas of MGB which occur within Greater London. The definition of the urban areas in existing Local Plans shows the density of the settlement pattern especially in the northern part of the area. The one kilometre buffer shows how fragile the MGB is in these areas with any meaningful urban extension likely to compromise green belt functions seeking to prevent coalescence. The map also shows the narrowness of the gap between Guildford and Woking, the two regional hubs on the western side of the area, and the extent of urban development along the A23 corridor both in the sub-region and in the adjoining Gatwick Area sub-region.

Map : AONB and AGLV 

This map shows how the Surrey Hills AONB is complemented by extensive Areas of Great Landscape Value. This is particularly the case on the eastern side of the sub-region where north of the AONB extensive areas of downland extend towards and into Greater London. The greensand ridge east and west of Redhill/Reigate is also a prominent feature of the area south of the AONB and continues into Kent where the Special Landscape Area designation buffers the North Kent Downs AONB.

Map : Historic Parks and Gardens, Local Nature Reserves, and Common Land

This map goes down to a finer grain of detail in terms of environmental and cultural resources. It serves to show the significant areas of common land which afford recreational and access opportunities around many urban areas. Historic parks and gardens are also a feature of the countryside in the sub-region and in some cases these abut existing urban areas.

Map : Flood Zones

This map shows the extent of Flood Zones 2 and 3 combined. The main feature in the sub-region is the extensive Lower Thames floodplain in the north into which both the Wey and Mole systems drain. The other main feature which is evident is the broad area of flood risk in the upper part of the Mole catchment around Horley in the Gatwick Area sub-region.

Map : Sites of Special Scientific Interest

There are more than sixty SSSIs across Surrey and a good number of these are located in the Sub-Region. There is a close correlation between the AONB designation and a number of SSSIs, and to the north of the AONB between areas of common land and SSSI designation. Natura 2000 sites exist in the north west sector of the sub-region and adjoining parts of the Western Corridor/Blackwater Valley sub region (Thames Basin Heaths SPA), the Surrey Hills AONB between Dorking and Reigate (Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment SAC), and along the Thames Corridor (South West London Waterbodies SPA).  

Map : Regional Hubs

The three maps for the regional hubs of Guildford, Redhill/Reigate and Woking show the extent to which environmental and cultural resource issues constrain the potential for future urban extensions. These issues are generally addressed in the statement. However, in the case of Guildford, the area proposed for the expansion of the University of Surrey in the south west corner of the town is not shown as part of the present urban area but will be developed for a mix of academic, residential and recreational uses.
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