Crest Strategic Projects Ltd
Submission on Matter 2A (Supplementary)
Draft South East RSS
Matter 2A (Supplementary)
Written Submission on Behalf of

Crest Strategic Projects Ltd
by

Sellwood Planning
February 2007
1. Sellwood Planning appeared at the East Kent and Ashford Sub Region outside Ashford session (8Diii.1) of the Public Examination on the 14th February 2007.  As a result of the discussion which took place on that day, some issues arise which are of relevance to the 2A supplementary session.  As you will be aware, Sellwood Planning is already invited to this session as a representative of Berkeley Strategic (No 8166).
2. Other representations submitted by Sellwood Planning set out a broad approach to the achievement of a higher housing provision in the South East Region.  This entails concentrating further development primarily at the Regional Hubs and Gateways in the Region.  It is through the allocation of strategically significant greenfield sites that sufficient S106 resources can be made available to resolve existing infrastructure constraints.  Not only can this unlock development capacity but it can also resolve existing infrastructure constraints for the benefit of the existing population.
3. Dover is a good example of this approach in practice.  As noted by Kent County Council on the 14th February, the northward expansion of Dover is restricted by the form and capacity of the A2.  In particular, the A2 is a barrier to integration between the Whitfield area and the rest of Dover Urban Area.  The existing form of the A2 is also a constraint on the plans for growth at the Port of Dover over the next 20 years.

4. Crest Strategic Projects approach (as outlined at the East Kent and Ashford Sub Region outside Ashford session) is that major development to the north of Whitfield is capable of resolving these issues through the construction of a new A2 / A256 link.  This would
· provide a high quality access to the new development area

· provide a high quality access to the eastern Docks which by passes the urban area of Dover

· allows the existing A2 to the south of Whitfield to be downgraded

· a downgraded A2 to the south of Whitfield will allow an expanded Whitfield to be better integrated with the Urban Area of Dover.

5. These issues have recently been investigated as part of the Dover Transportation Study.  This is being undertaken by WSP on behalf of Dover District Council, Kent County Council, the Highways Agency and developer interests.  WSP’s initial analysis suggests that one of the options would be the construction of an A2 / A256 link to resolve many of the development and transportation issues in the Dover area.
6. Crest Strategic Projects Ltd commend this conclusion of the initial findings to the Panel as an independent endorsement of the planning benefits which would arise from a strategic release of housing land at Whitfield to the north of Dover.
