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Written Statement on behalf of HM Government – February 2007
STATEMENT TO THE SOUTH EAST PLAN MAIN EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC PANEL ON THE THAMES BASIN HEATHS SPECIAL PROTECTION AREA

Communities and Local Government and the Government Office for the South East welcomes the report of the Technical Assessor as a useful step forward in the debate on the soundness of the Natural England draft Delivery Plan and is encouraged by the generally supportive response that the report has received.

The Government’s aim remains that there should be a framework that will enable sufficient dwellings to be built in this area for the projected population increase, while, at the same time, providing the necessary protection for the endangered birds, as required by EC and UK legislation.

8Hiv/8Jiv.1

1.
It would be helpful to know from the main Examination in Public Panel whether they 
endorse the short term recommendations (paragraph 10A) for the next six months.  
If so, it would be valuable if the Panel could consider making an early statement, 
either to that effect, or with amendments.  This would enable stakeholders to start 
to consider reasonably quickly how to maximise house building while protecting the 
wildlife under a revised Delivery Plan.

8Hiv/8Jiv.2
1.
In relation to the Assessor’s recommendations on the draft South East Plan 
(paragraph 10D), the Panel’s views on the level of housing affected by the Special 
Protection Area will be crucial.  The Panel’s views on whether it can be 
demonstrated that additional housing can be accommodated outside the 5 
kilometre zone around the Special Protection Area would be welcomed.  
8Hiv/8Jiv.3
1.
On the medium and longer term recommendations (paragraphs 10B and C), 
Communities and Local Government and the Government Office for the South East 
especially welcome the Assessor’s recommendation at paragraph 10B (i) that there 
should be a strategic partnership set up to co-ordinate policy for the management 
and protection of the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area.  The 
Government would welcome the Panel’s views, in particular, on the timing of setting 
up such a partnership that the Assessor has recommended for within 12-18 
months. 

