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Further Statement on behalf of Mole Valley District Council following publication of the Assessor’s Report dated 19th February 2007.

1.
Introduction

1.1
This statement has been produced by Mole Valley District Council following the publication of the Assessor’s Report. It is a short statement in addition to the Joint Statement submitted on behalf of the Thames Basin Heaths grouping of Local Planning Authorities, of which Mole Valley District Council is a part and which Mole Valley District Council supports. 

1.2
The District Council supports the views of the Thames Basin Heaths grouping of Local Planning Authorities as a whole, but has a different opinion on the Assessor’s conclusions and recommendations in respect of the definition of the 5km zone by travel distance for the following reasons: 

2.
Support for the Assessor’s Report, Conclusions and Recommendations in respect of the definition of the 5km zone by travel distance

2.1 The Assessor's approach of recommending the use of straight line distance for the delineating the inner 400m zone (taking into account any permanent barriers to the movement of cats) and travel distance for defining the outer 5km zone is fully supported by Mole Valley District Council. This approach is a realistic one which recognises the different modes of transport and routes taken, which are more varied closest to the SPA boundary but which reflect car travel routes and distances further away from the SPA boundary.  

2.2 The approach is a common sense one that reflects the stance taken by Inspectors in recent appeal decisions in Mole Valley at Heathside / Longheath, Longheath Drive, Burnhams Road, Bookham (APP/C3620/A/05/1179608 and APP/C3620/A/05/1186444, attached at Appendix 1 – please see paragraphs 18-24). 

2.3
The Assessor’s approach introduces the flexibility missing from the Natural England Delivery Plan, which gave rise to some of the anomalies noted by the Assessor (paragraph 4.7.3 of the Assessor’s Report) and which Mole Valley District Council has been keen to ensure are addressed.

3.
Conclusions

3.1
Mole Valley District Council therefore fully supports the Assessor’s comments at paragraph 4.7.3 and 4.7.4, conclusions at paragraph 8.1 and recommendations at paragraph 10.A.(ii) (a) about the need to take into account travel distance in defining the 5km zone.

� Report to the Panel for the Draft South East Plan Examination in Public on the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area and Natural England’s Draft Delivery Plan by the Assessor, Peter Burley MA Bphil DipTP MLI MRTPI, 19th February 2007
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