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05 March 2007


For the attention of Angela Crease

Dear Sir or Madam

Report to the Panel for the South East Plan Examination in Public
Addendum Written Statement by Rushmoor Borough Council

8Hiv/8Jiv.1 What are the implications of the Assessor’s Report, and taking account of the Appropriate Assessment, on the ability of the two sub-regions to achieve the housing provision figures in draft RSS, and on any alternative growth levels and spatial options examined?

Rushmoor Borough Council acknowledges and welcomes the Assessor’s Report on the Thames Basin Heaths SPA and the Draft Delivery Plan.

The document represents to date the only comprehensive and impartial attempt to consider all the available evidence relating to the implications of the SPA for the region. It draws balanced and pragmatic conclusions regarding the manner in which the planning system can proceed to deliver housing through the offices of the competent authorities in compliance with the spirit and letter of the Habitats Directive.

Whilst interested parties, including this authority, may take issue with specific conclusions or recommendations within the report this should not detract from its immense good sense and measured argument. This serves to further expose the overly prescriptive and poorly justified approach promoted by the NE Draft Delivery Plan.

8Hiv/8Jiv.3 What would provide an appropriate policy for the protection of the SPA while enabling acceptable development to proceed (Policies WCBV9 and LF11)?

This authority is particularly encouraged by and supportive of the Assessor’s comments in relation to:

· A realistic assessment of likely population growth.

· Proportionality - Ensuring that any measures required to address demonstrable impact on the SPA reflect fairly the level of impact which may occur from a given development.

· Sensitivity - The acknowledgement that visitor pressure and therefore potential harm is not uniform across all areas of the SPA.

· Travel distance rather than linear distance as the basis for assessing likely visitor impact.

· Thresholds - The introduction of sensible thresholds below which developments can be reasonably determined to have no likely significant impact. An approach comparable with that of the EIA regulations.

· Acknowledgement of the role played by existing open space in the vicinity of development sites in reducing likely significant impact on the SPA.

· The importance of the role of Access Management.

In summary, this Authority recommends the Panel give considerable weight to the Assessor’s Report and conclusions. 

Yours faithfully

Keith Holland

Head of Planning 
