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5 March 2007

The Panel Secretary,

Examination in Public Draft South East Plan,

Bridge House,

1 Walnut Tree Close,

Guildford, Surrey,

GU1 4GA

Dear Mrs Sue Morgan,

Draft South East Plan Regional Spatial Strategy: EiP

Session: 8Hiv & 8Jiv Combined Thames Basin Heaths SPA

Newnham Parish Council Support for Hampshire & IoW Wildlife Trust Submissions

We have carefully read the Trust’s submissions to the EiP and wish to give our full support to all the points they have made. And we would particularly draw your attention to these matters which are of special concern to us:

 HWT Submission dated 22 January 2007
1. 8Hiv/Jiv.1 
1.1 Page 2: paragraph 2 of text (i.e. not the bold question)
The danger, and this refers to the whole of the South East which is under development pressure, is that while individual smaller developments may cause no instantly palpable effects on wildlife or the environment, the cumulative effects steadily erode the quality of both. We would draw your attention to two excerpts from Rubbish, Dirt on Our Hands and Crisis Ahead, by Richard Girling (published by Eden Project Books, 2005). 

─ Page 72 “No people in history have understood less about their landscape than the post-war British, or done more to smash what they claim to love.”

─ Page376 “It is by the incessant drip of piecemeal expansion that lives and landscapes are degraded.”

The Trust’s emphasis on the Avoidance of Impacts and the Precautionary Principle are paramount. And the need to ensure that care for a Sustainable Natural Environment is at the heart of the South East Plan must be central to the whole Plan (along with Economic Development and Social Needs).

1.1 Page 2: paragraph 3: We endorse the Trust’s view that “the sub-regions will not be able to achieve the housing provision figures without putting in place significant avoidance and mitigation measures.”
2.
Hiv/8Jiv.2
2.1 Page 2 paragraph 4: We strongly endorse the Trust’s view that “It would be unsustainable to … redistribute houses away from the TBH SPA if this brings other environmental or sustainability impacts (such as insufficient water resources, reliance on car transport, or on other wildlife sites).”

2.2 Page 3 paragraph 2: We believe the Trust is most definitely correct in asking to see a review of housing numbers ─ downward.

3.
8Hiv/8Jiv.3 
3.1 Page 3 paragraph 2: The importance of an interconnecting, multifunctional network of green spaces across the region is, for us, a new but most important concept. It is also a need that should be comprehensively accepted within the South East Plan. It is one that will require large investment, and the implication is for a need for substantial “planning gain” from every level of development. This should be written into the Plan.
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HWT Submission dated 5 March 2007
4.
Hiv/Jiv.1
4.1 Page 3 The less than 10 houses issue
We fully endorse the Trust’s implied request for an explanation of the ‘10 houses level of development’. In this connection we draw attention to the second quotation from Rubbish in our paragraph 1.1 above.

4.2 Paragraph 3: The final sentence pointing out that small development typically yield little funding for benefits to the whole community is important, see our paragraph 3.1 above.

4.3 Page 4 Zones
The Assessor may have introduced a superficially relevant idea in the concept of ‘driving distances’ but the Panel is asked to throw out this concept. Because, in practice, a driving distance could be several kilometres but the linear distance can be a few hundred metres. Please note in much of the WCBV sub-region there is a very well developed, and rather well maintained, network of footpaths open to the public at all times. People can walk, and their domestic animals can travel, the few hundred metres from a new development and reach a sensitive area all too easily.

ROGER BOOTH (Mr) 

Chairman, Newnham Parish Council
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