Folly Cottage, North Warnborough Green, Hampshire RG29 1HF

Tel/fax: 01256 702433

The Panel Secretary,

Examination in Public Draft South East Plan,

Bridge House,

1 Walnut Tree Close,

Guildford, Surrey,

GU1 4GA

5th March, 2007

Dear Mrs Morgan,

Draft South East Plan Regional Spatial Strategy: EiP
SUPPORT for Hampshire & IoW Wildlife Trust Submission on Assessor’s Report to the Panel on the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area and Natural England’s Draft Delivery Plan 
As members of the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust we should like to offer our support for their entire submission of March 5th on the assessor’s report into the Thames Basin Heaths SPA and Natural England’s Draft Delivery Plan.
We would add further detail about the “fewer than 10 houses” issue.  Experience in the parish of Odiham with changing thresholds for affordable housing (initially 15 houses, reduced to 10, now reduced to 5) has already shown that applicants and small developers adjust their applications to a level that minimises additional cost to themselves.  Yet the numbers of houses steadily increase, and in the case of the SPA, the growing numbers of occupants will cumulatively put pressure on the SPA.  It is impossible to see the logic in permitting such smaller developments within the zones to escape responsibility for mitigation, though their contribution may need to be organised in a different manner from larger developments.
The assessor’s own admission that much of the data presented requires much further examination suggests that yet again the South East Plan is being pushed ahead based upon insufficient facts and political expediency to the detriment both of the environment and residents.
Yours sincerely,
John and Helen Fleming

